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D. H. LAWRENCE
A STUDY OF THE BOURGEOIS ARTIST
TV"THAT is the function of the artist ? Any artist
W such as Lawrence, who aims to be ' more than*
an artist, necessarily raises this question. It is supposed
to be the teaching of Marxism that art for art's sake is
an illusion and that art must be propaganda. This is,
however, making the usual bourgeois simplification of
a complex matter.
Art is a social function. This is not a Marxist demand,
but arises from the very way in which art forms are
defined. Only those things are recognised as art forms
which have a conscious social function* The phantasies
of a dreamer are not art. They only become art when
they are given music, forms or words, when they are
clothed in socially recognised symbols, and of course
in the process there is a modification. The phantasies
are modified by die social dress; the language as a
whole acquires new associations and context No
chance sounds constitute music, but sounds selected
from a socially recognised scale and pkyed on socially
developed instruments.
It is not for Marxism therefore to demand that art
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